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Corrections Assignment
1. Describe/Define the First Amendment. 
	The first Amendment caters for freedoms concerning assembly, expression and religion and prohibits the Congress from favoring or restricting one religion to the other (Lewis, 2017). Also, the First Amendment bars the Congress from limiting people's right to speak freely. Again, the First Amendment assures people of assembling peacefully and petitioning their government.
a. Do jail and prison inmates have First Amendment protections while incarcerated? Explain your response.
Yes, jail or prison inmates have First Amendment protections while incarcerated. Jail or prison inmates usually retain their First Amendment rights such as religion and free speech only to the extent that their exercise of the rights does not compromise the status of other inmates. 
b. Can inmates practice religion while in jail or prison? Explain your response.
Inmates are allowed to practice religion while in jail or prison. According to Lewis (2017), the freedom to worship is restricted on the basis that one should not use this freedom to portray other inmate’s religion as inferior but should be used to bring cohesion among the colleagues and also with the prison officials. 
c. If inmates can express their First Amendment rights in jail or prison, how can the jail or prison ensure that the expression does not interfere with the jail or prison safety? 
Although inmates can express their First Amendment rights in jail or prison, the jail or prison ensure that the expression does not interfere with the jail or prison safety by curtailing the rights to an extent which meets the legitimate objectives. For example, when an inmate sent a mail, the prison can screen the outgoing communication to clarify that it only contains messages that support the facility objectives. 
2. Describe/Define the Eighth Amendment. 
	The Eighth Amendment warns against unusual and cruel punishment and also elaborates on “excessive bails and fines” (Eastaugh, 2016). The “excessive fines and bails” applies in cases of criminal and civil forfeiture, for example, any property seized during a drug raid. 
a. Describe how the video (located in the Chapter 11 PowerPoint and shown in class) may depict Cruel and Unusual Punishment.
The video describes cruel and unusual punishment in West Virginia Regional jail by how the inmates subjected to unusual and harsh punishment for no reason. It is evident from the video that one of the inmates is shot without no reason even after lying down on the floor with his hands folded (Rubin, 2016). Attempts to consult the management of the jail were in vain as they never responded to the claims. In general, the video portrays inhuman acts that inmates subjected to despite their strict adherence to the jail rules. 
b. Were the actions of the SERT team in the video cruel and unusual? Explain.
The actions of the SERT team in the video are cruel and unusual since they do not mind about the safety and well-being of the inmates which is justified by the merciless shooting and harassment without no good reason. 
3. Describe/Define the Fourth Amendment.
	The Fourth Amendment provides the right for people to secure their papers, houses and persons against any unreasonable seizures and searches (Lipman, 2017). However, the rights to against unreasonable search can be violated upon a probable cause. The Fourth Amendment protects people against any form of intrusion by the government of the day. 
a. Are inmates afforded 4th Amendment protections in jail or prison? Explain your response.
Inmates are afforded limited Fourth Amendment protections in jail or prison since the law allows any reasonable searches to the inmates. According to Lipman (2017), inmates are not supposed to undergo any unreasonable searches which could interfere with their limited privacy. 
b. Are jail or prison staff able to randomly search inmate’s cells and their belongings? Explain 
Jail or prison staff can randomly search inmate's cells and their belongings since every inmate has no right to resist to any form of reasonable searches and seizures that the authorities may intend and see necessary for the safety of all. Also, the law puts it clear that random searches are allowed when the protection of the society is at stake.
4. Describe/Define Habeas Corpus. 
Habeas corpus is a post-conviction remedy for federal and state prisoners who challenge the legal basis of the laws applied during their judicial proceedings and lead to their imprisonment (Reinhardt, 2014). Other cases where habeas corpus is appropriate include deportation cases, convictions in a military court and military detentions.
a. Provide an example of when a writ of habeas corpus would be appropriate to file.
Brighton faces charges of domestic violence towards Joy. However, due to the bond that is between the two, Joy may find it difficult to testify against Brighton. Afterward, during the court hearing, testimony is given by an officer who talked with Joy when violence took place and Brighton end up sentenced to prison. For this case, Brighton may file a writ of habeas corpus as a way to overturn the decision of the court since the Supreme Court puts it clear that hearsay statements of a victim who is not willing to appear in a court of law are not admissible. 
b. Provide a case or case law where a writ of habeas corpus was filed.
A case where a writ of habeas corpus was filed is the Crawford V Washington (Reinhardt, 2014). Crawford killed a man who allegedly attempted to rape his wife. The evidence provided at the court was a recorded statement from Sylvia the wife to Crawford since she could not appear before the court due to state marital privilege. Since Sylvia admitted that she led Crawford to Lee’s apartment and facilitated the assault, it was hard to clarify whether Lee had drawn a weapon before the petitioner assaulted him. As a result, the hearsay got invoked and conviction reinstated.
c. Who would file a writ of habeas corpus?
Defendants who are challenging the legal basis of their imprisonment may file a writ of habeas corpus (Reinhardt, 2014).
5. When would it be appropriate to confine an inmate to solitary confinement? 
	Confining an inmate to solitary confinement would be appropriate when there are serious infractions such as fighting, restricting people to talk to a suspected gang member or managing a gang. Retributions for political activism also calls for solitary confinement sometimes. 
a. In your response, include 8th Amendment considerations
	According to Eastaugh (2016), the 8th Amendment does not guarantee that the inmates will not suffer psychological effects. Although the 8th Amendment includes solitary confinement, it is true that solitary confinement of inmates violates the amendment. The two-part test that shows the violation of the 8th Amendment is, first, the condition must be objectively severe and second, the prison officials must be ‘deliberately indifferent' to harm the inmates with the action.
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